
Town of Winifred, Incorporated

Minutes
July 21, 2009
Town Council Meeting

7:30 p.m. at Community Center
The regular meeting of the Winifred Town Council was called to order by Mayor Neil Rich on July 21, 2009.  Roll Call was called.  Mayor Neil Rich, Council Person Steve Ehlert, Council Person Shirley Benes, Council Person Travis Willson, Council Person Terry Econom, and Town Clerk Kristin Carlstrom were present. Melissa Hickey and Don Obie were present as guests. 
Minutes from the June 9, 2009 and June 30, 2009 meetings were read.  Steve Ehlert moved to approve the minutes and Terry Econom seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

The monthly bills were presented. Shirley Benes moved to pay the bills and Steve Ehlert seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

Financial reports for the Library, Museum, Airport, and Asbjornson Trust were reviewed.  Steve Ehlert moved to accept the monthly reports and Terry Econom seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

Correspondence was read.  

The following old business was discussed:


Our STIP investment earned $181.00
 in interest.  The May average investment rate was .7842%.  Our total investment amount is $291459.39.  

Don Obie was present as a representative of the Rural Fire Department to discuss the issue of the department leasing the Old Fire Hall from the Town of Winifred.  Mr. Obie asked why the council had decided not to lease the building to the Rural Fire Department.  Mayor Neil Rich responded that the rural Fire Department had been asked to help with the increased electric bill during the winter months that their Truck was in the building and it was refused.  It was explained to Kristin Carlstrom that the electricity bill would be paid by the Rural Fire Department when they had full possession of the building.  Mr. Obie explained that they needed heated storage for their Trucks in the winter months.  Neil explained that the council understood that the Trucks needed heat, and that the Rural had heated buildings available to them.  The council also felt that since the building heat had increased from $30 a month to over $150 during the cold months to keep their truck from freezing that the Rural Fire Department should be willing to split the bill with the town.  Mr. Obie stated that he did not want to speak for the other board members without them present.  The Rural Fire Department has a meeting scheduled for Monday July 27th and will discuss this issue, and Mr. Obie stated that the Rural Fire Department would like any further communication with the council to be handled in writing.  
The street repairs on 6th street were discussed.  The repairs have made the road nice and better travelable.  The council how ever decided to Table any discussion on continuing on street repairs until a later date.   
The sewer project was discussed.  Annmarie Robinson has had to step down as our Grant Administrator.  Kristin Carlstrom explained to the council that this will not affect the sewer project at all since all of our funding is in place.  Dan Richardson with Big Sky Civil and Environmental has been assigned as our Project Manager.  A new Management Plan was signed with Dan replacing Annmarie.  The TSEP program sent their contract for the Town to sign.  Neil signed the contract.  The schedule for advertising was reviewed.  The tentative plan is still to begin advertising on July 27th.     
The Main Street sidewalks project was discussed.  The town received a proposal from Frank Carr Construction, two more quotes will be obtained and then the encroachment permit will be sent off to the Department of Transportation.  The council also discussed the engineering services for the sidewalk project.  Shirley Benes made a motion to use the HB 645 grant monies to pay for the engineering.  Steve Ehlert seconded the motion.  Motion passed.  
The Following New business was discussed: 

Water / Sewer fees were discussed.  Kristin discussed the fact that the late notices that are sent out on the Third Month are costing the Town $5.54 each notice.  The council discussed implementing a late fee to past due accounts that require a certified letter.  The council agreed that a late fee should be implemented and a resolution will be presented for approval at the August meeting for approval.  The council also discussed the $250 hookup fee to the Water system for new residences.  Kristin will research costs to be sure that the Hook-up fee is covering the town’s expenses of the required supplies. 

There being no further new business and no citizen comment, Terry Econom moved to adjourn the meeting and Steve Ehlert seconded the motion.  Motion passed.  The Meeting adjourned at 10:00 p.m.
Mayor Neil Rich___________________ Clerk Kristin Carlstrom___________________

