
Town of Winifred, Incorporated

Minutes
January 12, 2010
Town Council Meeting 
7:30 p.m. at Community Center
The regular meeting of the Winifred Town Council was called to order by Mayor Neil Rich on January 12, 2010.  Roll Call was called.  Mayor Neil Rich, Council Person Steve Ehlert, Council Person Shirley Benes, Council Person Travis Willson, and Town Clerk Kristin Carlstrom were present.  Council Person Terry Econom was absent. There were no guests present. 
Minutes from the December 8, 2009 meeting was read.  Steve Ehlert moved to approve the minutes and Travis Willson seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

The monthly bills were presented. Travis Willson moved to pay the bills and Shirley Benes seconded the motion.  Motion passed. 
Financial reports for the Library, Museum, Airport, and Asbjornson Trust were reviewed.  Travis Willson moved to accept the monthly reports and Shirley Benes seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

Correspondence was read.  

The following old business was discussed:


Our STIP investment earned $93.29
 in interest.  The November average investment rate was .3028%.  Our total investment amount is $378934.24. 

The sewer project was discussed.  Kristin Carlstrom updated the council on the status of the sewer project.  Currently the project is believed to be 98% complete to date.  It is currently on winter shut down.  In spring the project will resume with the installation of the flow meter by the lagoon and then hydroseeding and the completion of the contractors punch list items.  Kristin presented the council with the Order to Contractor to suspend work due to winter shut down.  The mayor signed this form.  Kristin next presented the council with the contractors pay request #4 for the amount of $169172.71  after review the mayor signed off on the pay request.  Kristin talked with Dan Richardson with Big Sky Civil regarding the contractor Williams Civil is requesting a reduction in retainage.  Currently the retainage percentage is 5% of each pay request.  This money is a safeguard that the work completed by the contractor is complete and satisfactory.  Due to the fact that the project is 98% complete and the town has full use of the sewer the contractor would like to reduce the retainage from 5% to 2%.  Dan contacted the funding agencies and they were all in agreeance as long as the Town was comfortable with this change.  Travis Willson made a motion to accept the reduction in retainage from 5% to 2%. Steve Ehlert Seconded the motion.  Motion passed. 

   The issue of water for the Great Plains Exploration Shop has been tabled until a later date.  Kristin is waiting to receive documents from Chris Birdwell the Towns Attorney.  Kris contact Kristin today January 12th and stated he was working with Lewistown’s attorney to draft up the petition for annexation.  Kris is hopefull to have the documents to Kristin by the end of January.  
The Following New business was discussed: 

Kristin Carlstrom addressed the council about the fact that the Town of Winifred may want to look in to the purchase of a snow blower.  The amounts of snow and the large area that needs to be cleared is difficult to achieve by shovel.  Travis Willson stated that he had seen a Toro in Billings for sale for $475.  The Mayor Neil Rich put the idea of a snow blower to the council for a motion.  Shirley Benes made a motion to purchase a snow blower for the Town.  Steve Ehlert seconded the motion.  Motion passed. 

There being no further new business and no further citizen comment, Travis Willson moved to adjourn the regular meeting and Shirley Benes seconded the motion.  Motion passed.  The regular meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.  
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