
Town of Winifred, Incorporated

Minutes
January 13, 2009

Town Council Meeting

7:30 p.m. at Community Center
The regular meeting of the Winifred Town Council was called to order by Mayor Neil Rich on January 13, 2009.  Roll Call was called.  Mayor Neil Rich, Councilpersons Shirley Benes, Steve Ehlert, Travis Willson, Terry Econom and Clerk Kristin Carlstrom were present.   Lester Slivka and Brian Benzing. 
Minutes from the December 9, 2008, December 30, 2008, and January 5, 2009 meetings was read.  Shirley Benes moved to approve the minutes and Steve Ehlert seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

The monthly bills were presented.  Travis Willson moved to pay the bills and Terry Econom seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

Financial reports for the Library, Museum, Airport, and Asbjornson Trust were reviewed.  Travis Willson moved to accept the monthly reports and Steve Ehlert seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

Correspondence was read.  
The following old business was discussed:


Our STIP investment earned $447.94 in interest.  The December average investment rate was 1.90%.  Our total investment amount is $319875.13

Lester Slivka and Brian Benzing were present to discuss the Mutual Aid Agreement and the fire hall use.  The Rural Fire Department would like to change some of the wording in the mutual aid so that it reads that the Rural Fire Department can put “a Fire engine” in the city bay instead of it stating “the DNRC Truck” in the event trucks are changed and then there will be no need to change wording later.  The council agreed that would be alright.  The fire hall use was also discussed.  The council offered the Rural Fire Department use of the old city hall for storage of some fire trucks and their other supplies.  Lester and Brian said that they would present this to the other board members and let the council know of their decision.  The Rural Fire Department is also interested in the purchase of the Town of Winifred’s old fire truck.  Kristin will find out from the City Attorney if we can sell it to the Rural Fire Department without putting it up for public bid first.       


 The status of the Engineers for the next phase of the sewer project was discussed. There were two engineering firms that the council was considering to hire for the next phase of the sewer project.  It was discussed as to which company would be the best for the Town of Winifred.  The majority decision was that Big Sky Civil and Environmental would be the better choice for the best interest of Winifred and its citizens.  Steve Ehlert moved to hire Big Sky Civil and Environmental Terry Econom seconded the motion.  Motion passed. 

Kristin spoke with Doug with Brucco regarding some different models of floor scrubbers for the community centers floor and their price ranges.  Neil spoke with Steve Lalum also regarding floor scrubbers and Steve is going to send out some flyers on scrubbers.  The council will review this information at the next meeting.

Kristin Spoke with Kathie Bailey with Snowy Mountain Development Corporation regarding the next scheduled Commissioners meeting  so Winifred could present their request for possible funding for engineering services for the curb and gutter project.  Kathy stated that the Commissioners did not get this request put on their agenda for this month.  Kathie will make sure that the commissioners do not miss this for next month’s agenda.   
The following new business was discussed:


Kristin informed the council that minimum wage has increased as of January 1st to $6.90 and will increase again on June 23 to $7.25.  The town clerks six month review will be completed at the February meeting. 

Kristin received notice in the mail that Winifred will be required to perform an audit again this year.  She has been in contact with Paul Strom and Associates and he will be here the first week of February to work on the Audit. 

The issue of the snow removal was discussed and that the city greatly appreciates everyone’s help with keeping the hall snow removed as best as we can this winter.  


There being no further new business, Steve Ehlert moved to adjourn the meeting and Terry Econom seconded the motion.  Motion passed.  Meeting adjourned at 10:00p.m.
Mayor Neil Rich____________________
Clerk Kristin Carlstrom___________________

