
Town of Winifred, Incorporated

Minutes
October 13, 2009
Town Council Meeting 
7:30 p.m. at Community Center
The regular meeting of the Winifred Town Council was called to order by Mayor Neil Rich on October 13, 2009.  Roll Call was called.  Mayor Neil Rich, Council Person Steve Ehlert, Council Person Shirley Benes, Council Person Travis Willson, Council Person Terry Econom, and Town Clerk Kristin Carlstrom were present.  Joe Murphy and Dan Richardson of Big Sky Civil and Environmental, Mitch Behnke with Great Plains Exploration and Trevis Butcher, Brian Benzing, and Roger Berg with the Winifred Rural Fire Department were present as guests. 
Minutes from the September 8, 2009 and September 22, 2009meetings were read.  Shirley Benes moved to approve the minutes and Steve Ehlert seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

The monthly bills were presented. Travis Willson moved to pay the bills and Steve Ehlert seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

Financial reports for the Library, Museum, Airport, and Asbjornson Trust were reviewed.  Terry Econom moved to accept the monthly reports and Steve Ehlert seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

Correspondence was read.  

The following old business was discussed:


Our STIP investment earned $60.37
 in interest.  The September average investment rate was.314%.  Our total investment amount is $228773.92.  

Joe Murphy and Dan Richardson with Big Sky Civil and Environmental discussed the progress of the Sewer project.  At this time the man hole replacement of the project is at approximately 20% complete.  The bond council will be meeting with the town council on October 22, 2009 the close on the loan portion of the project.  Joe also presented the council a Pay request from the contractors for $37427.77.  Steve Ehlert made a motion to pay the contractors invoice.  Shirley Benes seconded the motion.  Motion passed. 
The progress of the Main Street Sidewalk project was discussed.  There a few items that the Mayor Neil Rich will address with the contractor to be completed on phase two before they proceed to phase three.  
The Following New business was discussed: 

Mitch Behnke with Great Plains Exploration came to speak with the council requesting to hook up to the town’s water supply for use at the Gas Companies new shop.  Mitch stated that the water would be used for the restroom, possible shower, sink and power washing their equipment.  He also stated that they would be filling their truck with water out of dog creek or area reservoirs.  It was brought to Mitch’s attention that the company would need to install a pump to get the water up to their shop.  Mayor Neil Rich stated that the council would discuss his request and get back with him on their decision.  At further discussion the council would like to meet with Mitch again at their October 22nd special meeting and ask some additional questions before final decision will be made.  
Three members of the Winifred Rural Fire Department were present to talk with the council on the status of leasing the Old Town hall building for storage of  a rural fire truck through the winter, and using the building for equipment storage and training meetings.  Trevis Butcher presented a draft lease agreement that was drawn up by the county attorney to the Council.  The Council then presented Trevis with a draft of a lease agreement drawn up by the City Attorney.  The council will review the leases and make a decision on how to handle the Rural Fire Departments request and let the RFD know its decision.  After further discussion between the council, Travis Willson made a motion to allow the rural fire department a bay in the Old Fire Hall for winter storage of a Fire Truck.  The Rural Fire Department will be responsible for the heat bill during these said months that the Truck is in storage.  The rural will also be required to remove the Pirsch fire truck from the emergency services bay so the old Ambulance can be parked in the bay.  The City will house the DNRC truck in the Emergency Services bay year round at no charge.  The Rural Fire Department will still have full availability to the Triangle Building for a Fire Truck to be stored.  Also the tow requests that the gear currently being stored in the Emergency Services Bay be removed a stored else where. Shirley Benes seconded the motion.  Motion passed.  A letter of the Cities decision will be sent to the Winifred Rural Fire Department.     
Kristin Carlstrom presented the council the final draft of the fiscal year 2009-2010 budget for approval.  Travis Willson made a motion to accept the 2009-2010 budget.  Terry Econom seconded the motion.  Motion passed. 

The contract for the HB645 grant monies was presented to the council for acceptance and signature.  HB645 is a grant for a total of $9,561.10.  The monies will be used to pay for the engineering expenses for the Main Street Sidewalk Project and also a Security Fence for the Winifred Water Tank that is required by DEQ to be installed.     Shirley Benes made a motion to accept and sign the contract.  Terry Econom seconded the motion.


There being no further new business and no further citizen comment, Steve Ehlert moved to adjourn the regular meeting and Shirley Benes seconded the motion.  Motion passed.  The regular meeting adjourned at 10:22 p.m.  
Mayor Neil Rich___________________ Clerk Kristin Carlstrom___________________
