
Town of Winifred, Incorporated

Minutes
December 8, 2009
Town Council Meeting 
7:30 p.m. at Community Center
The regular meeting of the Winifred Town Council was called to order by Mayor Neil Rich on December 8, 2009.  Roll Call was called.  Mayor Neil Rich, Council Person Steve Ehlert, Council Person Shirley Benes, Council Person Terry Econom, Council Person Travis Willson, and Town Clerk Kristin Carlstrom were present.  Dan Richardson and Josh Kuebler of Big Sky Civil and Environmental were present as guests. 
Minutes from the November 10, 2009 and December 1, 2009 meetings were read.  Shirley Benes moved to approve the minutes and Steve Ehlert seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

The monthly bills were presented. Steve Ehlert moved to pay the bills and Travis Willson seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

Financial reports for the Library, Museum, Airport, and Asbjornson Trust were reviewed.  Travis Willson moved to accept the monthly reports and Terry Econom seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

Correspondence was read.  

The following old business was discussed:


Our STIP investment earned $101.17
 in interest.  The November average investment rate was .3556%.  Our total investment amount is $378,932.24. 

Dan Richardson and Josh Kuebler updated the council on the progress of the sewer project.  PEC the slip lining company is projected to be complete with all of their slip lining this week.  Williams is projected to be complete with the line and manhole replacements by the week of December 21st weather permitting.  Dan presented the council with three change orders for the sewer project that need to be approved and signed for the funding agencies.  The first change order is to add days on to the end of the project for Williams due to two weather days early in the project and also due to the add items for the line replacement from manhole fifteen and sixteen.  They will be replacing 259 feet of sewer line between the two manholes at a cost of $47,063.49.  The third change order is for the flow monitor that will be installed in the sewer line down by the lagoon at a cost of $39,000.00.  The council approved these change orders at the December 1st meeting and Mayor Neil Rich signed the paperwork tonight.  Kristin presented Mayor Neil Rich with an application for removal of contaminated soils for signature.  This is needed by Williams so the contaminated soil that was removed during the sewer project may be moved to a designated dump site in Great Falls.  Kristin also read to the council a letter received from Pam Smith with DNRC regarding the next cycle of grant availability.  The next applications for RRGL grants are due by May 15, 2010.  The town could be awarded up to $100,000 with this grant towards phase two of the sewer project.  The council will discuss their options further at the next meeting. 
The council discussed the water agreement for Great Plains Exploration’s shop.  Kristin read an e-mail that she received from the Town’s Attorney Kris Birdwell regarding the agreement for water.  Kris stated that it is poor president to permit non-annexed property to access city services.  He will draw up an agreement for annexation for us if we would like.  The council discussed the annexation of the land and Great Plains Exploration.  The tax benefit to the town and the School District would be a good benefit.  Kristin was asked to contact Kris Birdwell regarding the restrictor and if the town would be able to restrict their water to one gallon per minute.  Kristin will contact Kris Birdwell with the council’s question and then contact Darryl Knight regarding the petition for annexation and the agreement. 
The progress of the Main Street Sidewalk project was discussed.  The sidewalk project is complete excluding the sidewalks on the south side of Main Street between 5th and 6th avenues and the west half of the North side of Main Street between 5th and 6th avenue.  That part of the project is put on hold until spring and the contractor Frank Carr is discussing with the school and also the state on adding additional curb in these areas.   

The remainder of the HB645 funds for the security fence around the water tank was discussed.  The grant was budgeted enough for supplies and labor to complete the fence.  The project is tabled until spring of 2010.  
The Following New business was discussed: 

Shirley Brought to the council a concern from the Winifred Grocery regarding the water running down behind their building after a thaw of rain and that it enters the back of the store.  The town agreed to blade the alley but that the property directly behind the store would be their responsibility to fix to stop the leakage. 
Shirley also mentioned that the Grocery Store would like to do some landscaping on the east side of the building.  That strip of property between 2nd avenue and the building is the Town’s.  The council agreed that they could landscape that area at their discretion as long as it is understood that when in the future that road is paved the landscaping may need to be removed.  
Shirley Benes mentioned that Triangle Telephone gave the Winifred Pool a grant that will cover the labor of the installation of the new pool phone.  The grant total is $928.00.
That brought the pool phone installation cost to $588.38.


There being no further new business and no further citizen comment, Terry Econom moved to adjourn the regular meeting and Travis Willson seconded the motion.  Motion passed.  The regular meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.  
Mayor Neil Rich___________________ Clerk Kristin Carlstrom___________________
