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ñCentral Montana 

wouldnôt be what 
it is without 

the Foundation; 
- itôs just 

tremendous.ò 
-Scott Dubbs 
FHS Principal 

Chester Rickner decided long before his death on 

Nov. 14, 2007 that he wanted his estate to go to the 

Central Montana Foundation. 

ñHe was very supportive of the Foundation and 

knew it was doing good things,ò said his step-daughter 

LaVonne (Foss) Wilson. ñHe had decided to give 

money to the Foundation in the late 1980s or early 

1990s.ò 

Chester left around $800,000 in undesignated funds 

to the Foundation. Chester was an astute investor, and 

Foss said he watched the stock market daily; recording 

the results in a small notebook. ñHeôd been investing 

for a long, long time.ò 

Leaving his estate to the Foundation wasnôt his first 

act of generosity. Chester set up a scholarship fund in 

1997, awarded each year to a Fergus High School 

graduate pursuing a career in agriculture. The scholar-

ship has provided thousands of dollars to local stu-

dents through the years. 

Chester spent the last few months of his life under 

the care of the Central Montana Medical Center staff, 

and had also received home care. ñHe received very 

good care and he was really, really pleased,ò Foss said. 

For this reason, his family decided to give a scholar-

ship for first and second-year nursing students after his 

death. The recipients are Paul Harchenko and Laura 

Johnson. ñChester would be happy with that,ò Foss 

noted. 

Foss stressed that she and her siblings felt fortunate 

to have Chester for a step-father. She described him as 

ñreally independentða mountain guy who never said 

much,ò and laughed as she recalled that he was ñnever 

in a hurry.ò 

Chester was born July 1, 1919, in Lewistown and 

received his schooling at Castle Butte School and Fer-

gus County High School, graduating in 1937. ñHe was 

6ô6ò when he was in high school,ò noted Foss. He  

ranched on Alaska Bench in the Snowy Mountains and 

was a confirmed bachelor until he met Fossôs mother, 

Leora May Splittergerber, whom he married when he 

was 64 on Nov. 26, 1983. 

They continued ranching on Alaska 

Bench until their retirement in 1990. 

They moved to Great Falls for three 

years before returning to Lewistown. 

They spent summers in Lewistown and 

winters near Leoraôs family in Minnesota 

before her death in 2003. 

Chester made his living raising 

Gelbvieh cattle, but, according to Foss, 

ñtinkering was what he really liked!ò He 

loved electronics and built one of the 

first satellite dishes in the area. He also 

enjoyed woodworking, gardening, hunt-

ing and fishing.  

Chesterôs family had a long history in 

Central Montana, settling here in 1852. 

Foss said Chester loved the area and 

wanted to give back through the Founda-

tion to the community where he spent his 

entire life. ñThis what he wanted to do.ò  
Õ 
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Members of the Central Montana 

Foundation Board of Directors had 

their work cut out for them as they 

considered the 2008 major grant appli-

cations at the annual meeting. 

The requests totaled $249,648, 

while only $110,000 was available 

from the Mildred Bryte Endowment. 

Foundation President Mike Zacher 

told the crowd attending the annual 

meeting May 27 that 60 percent of the 

Bryte Endowment funds major grants 

(those $5,000 and above) are awarded 

once each year, while 40 percent of 

the interest earnings fund smaller re-

quests throughout the year. 

Mildred was a long-time Central 

Montana resident who died May 29, 

1997. She left the lionôs share of her 

estate to the Foundation, and since 

1998, interest from the endowment has 

funded hundreds of projects that im-

prove the quality of life in Central 

Montana. 

The 2008 major grants awarded 

included: 

Central Montana Construction 

Academy, $50,000. The construction 

academy is a cooperative educational 

program that is training area high 

school students in the vocational 

trades. Nine Central Montana school 

districts, Educational Opportunities for 

Central Montana (EOCM) and Mon-

tana State University-Northern, with 

the help of general contractors, work 

with high school students at the Cen-

tral Montana Education Center on 

Airport Road in Lewistown. (See re-

lated story on Page 3). The grant from 

the Foundation is designated for class-

room equipment, up-front costs of 

building materials, and additional tools 

for this large-scale project. 

Central Montana Veteransô Me-

morial Park, $10,000. The Central 

Montana Veteransô Memorial Park 

began as a vision of several local vet-

erans who wanted to honor their com-

rades who have served, are serving, 

Central Montana Foundation major grants  
distribute $110,000 to community projects!  

and who will serve their country. By 

spring of 2004, the preliminary work 

was completed on the grassy knoll 

next to the Mill Ditch on Main Street 

in Lewistown and the American flag 

was flying high from an 80-ft. pole, 

flanked by the Montana and POW/

MIA flags. The first of the statues of a 

World War II era Army veteran was 

placed in the honor circle around the 

flags, followed in subsequent years by 

statues recognizing all branches of the 

military. A popular addition to the 

park was the ñmotherôs statueò added 

last year, featuring a mother and her 

children pointing to the flags and vet-

erans. The veteransô park has evoked 

patriotism and pride, said the groupôs 

chairman Don Bost.  

Don said their next projects include 

placing the bronzed POW/MIA chair 

in the honor circle, landscaping and 

sidewalk around the Mother Statue, 

sidewalk and curbing along the park-

ing lot to the bridge and a masonry 

wall for future plaques and honors. 

The gift from the Foundation will 

help purchase a yearôs supply of flags. 

Don noted that the flags wear out 

Major grants awarded . . . 

(Continued on Page  4) 

quickly, and they typically go through 

three sets per year. 

ñThe existence of the Veteransô Me-

morial Park is in considerable part due 

to the Central Montana Foundation,ò 

Don said. ñAnd, they are our guaran-

tee for the future.ò He explained that 

the organization has a pass-through 

account with the Foundation and is 

working to raise $250,000-300,000 for 

its permanent endowment. ñWeôll use 

the interest for the perpetual care of 

the park.ò 

Roy Ambulance Service, $15,000. 

The Roy Ambulance Service and Roy 

Rural Volunteer Fire Department are 

working together on the purchase of a 

new ambulance and construction of a 

new facility to house fire and ambu-

lance vehicles and equipment. The 

Foundation award will assist in the 

campaign to accomplish these goals. 

The groups will purchase a 4-wheel-

drive ambulance to replace the most 

outdated vehicleðwhich isnôt 4WD 

and has well over 200,000 miles on it.  

The construction of a new building 

will alleviate many of the problems 

associated with the current small, out-

dated building. The current facility; a 

23x94-foot ambulance/fire station, 

was built in 1959, and isnôt large 

enough to store all the vehicles. The 

proposed building is 60x100-foot and 

will be built on donated land adjacent 

to the existing building. 

The facility will also be used as a 

public meeting/gathering place, and 

features a 25x40-foot training room 

and a small kitchen. 

ñThis grant from the Foundation is  

very much appreciated,ò said Tom 

Byrne, president of the Roy Ambu-

lance Service. ñThis is a large amount 

of money for us. Itôs a slow process to 

get the needed funds, but weôre work-

Construction Academy student Bran-
don Rau perfects his welding skills. 
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Hill-Rom beds help patients and nurses at CMMC 
Central Montana Medical Center is 

replacing obsolete beds that no longer 

meet patient safety requirements. 

Central Montana Foundation, Cen-

tral Montana Medical Center Founda-

tion and the Hospice fund have all 

funded replacement of the patient 

beds, said CMMCôs Chief Nursing 

Officer Dianne Scotten. 

In the last few years, CMMC has 

been able to replace most of the old 

beds with VersaCare Hill-Rom beds. 

Dianne explained that the Hill-Rom 

beds have a weight capacity of 500 

pounds and extend to 7-feet to com-

fortably accommodate tall patients. 

However, the bed is still lightweight 

and easy for the nurses to move. 

The bed also has a built-in scale, so 

Construction Academy students getting  
hands -on training by building modular home  
Thirty-some area high school students are getting on-the

-job training at the Central Montana Construction Acad-

emy, and by the end of the school year, they will have built 

a house! 

The students from Fergus High School in Lewistown, 

Roy, Hobson and Moore, are part of a unique vocational 

education program, in which they are building a 28x50-

foot modular home, under the direction of general contrac-

tor and Construction Academy Instructor Ron Peevey.  

A $50,000 grant from the Central Montana Foundation 

will be used for classroom equipment and up-front costs of 

building material. When completed, the home will be sold, 

and the funds reinvested back into the program; enabling it 

to become self-sustaining. 

The Construction Academy is a cooperative-educational 

program located at the Central Montana Education Center, 

partnering with local school districts, Educational Oppor-

tunities for Central Montana and MSU-Northern. Upper-

classmen from local high schools receive advanced career 

and technical training, which individual schools canôt pro-

vide on their own due to relatively low enrollment num-

bers and the high cost per student. The academy was 

launched in January 2008, and students built sheds and 

greenhouses during the first semester; learning safety pro-

cedures and basic building techniques. 

FHS Principal Scott Dubbs said students can launch into 

a successful career in construction or a related field with 

the skills they are developing at the academy. A shop teacher 

accompanies the students to the academy. ñThe goal is to have 

them prepared to jump into a great career following gradua-

tion,ò Scott explained. ñThereôs a huge demand for construc-

tion workers.ò Brandon Rau is a FHS student working on the 

home-building venture. He said he is considering becoming an 

electrician. ñSeeing how a home is built will help me under-

stand the whole process,ò he said.                                            Õ 

Construction Academy instructors and students include (back, 
from left) Glyn Irish, Chris Aamold, Brandon Rau; (front) Sammi 
Brasda, FHS instructor Loren Drivdahl, Zain Ferguson and Ron 
Peevey, of the Construction Academy. 

patients donôt have to be shifted out of 

bed to be weighed. 

The beds also have an alarm system 

to notify the nursesô station when pa-

tients try to get up. 

Other features include safety rails 

and a locking system, and a call light 

on the side rail, which simplifies call-

ing for a nurse. 

The bed will also go to CPR mode, 

where it becomes flat like a board. The 

bed is designed for comfort; with a 

prevention foam sleep surface that is 

35-inches wide and has built-in televi-

sion speakers in the side rails. 

The Central Montana Foundation 

recently granted $4,999 for this pro-

ject; and both the Medical Center 

Foundation (MCF) and Hospice funds 

have also contributed. 

ñMemorials and donations are what 

make these types of projects possible,ò 

said Ann Tuss, MCF and CMMC 

Community Relations Coordinator. 

ñCMMC relies on this kind of support 

as we continue our mission to offer 

quality healthcare.ò                          
Õ 
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ing on it.ò 

Jordan Swimming Pool, 

$10,000: The Jordan Swim-

ming Pool was on the draw-

ing boards for two decades 

before the drowning of a 

local boy spurred the com-

munity into action to build 

the pool in the 1970s. The 

Jordan Tribune reported 

June 20, 1974, that the pool 

was a 20-year project of the 

Garfield County Womenôs 

Civic Club. The pool is now 

34 years old and in desper-

ate need of repairs, includ-

ing new decking, replacing 

underground water pipes 

and the kiddie pool. 

Paula Muniak of Jordan 

said the Jordan Swimming 

Pool Board had put some 

money aside for this major 

renovation, but said the $10,000 gift 

from the Central Montana Foundation 

was instrumental in moving the pro-

ject forward. ñThank you to the Foun-

dationðwe were really excited when 

we got the news!ò 

The pool was closed this summer as 

work began on the extensive repairs, 

but they plan to have the project com-

pleted in time for next summerôs sea-

son. Paula said children and adults 

alike benefit from the pool; using it 

for recreation, swimming lessons and 

water aerobics classes. 

 SAVES, Inc., $10,000: The U-

SAVES thrift store on the Lewistown 

Truck-Bypass was on its last legs 

before it was demolished early this 

summer to make room for a new 

building. The Foundation grant will 

help with the expense of building a 

new 6,000 square facility at the same 

location; tripling the floor space. 

SAVES Executive Director Naomi 

Summers said  they hope to be up and 

running in the new store by Oct. 15. 

Merchandise donated and resold at 

the store helps fund the Spouse 

Abuse/Sexual Assault Volunteer 

Emergency Services (SAVES) pro-
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gram. The non-profit organization pro-

vides emergency shelter, peer counsel-

ing and referrals for abused spouses or 

adults who live together, as well as 

victims of sexual assault. 

SAVES is funded entirely through 

grants, donations and proceeds from U-

SAVES. In 2007, SAVES accommo-

dated 6,800 requests for service from 

601 individuals. In addition, thousands 

of area residents were able to purchase 

goods at the U-SAVES store, and an-

other 650 families in crisis received 

clothing and furniture at no charge. 

Boys and Girls Club, $10,000: The 

Boys and Girls Club of Lewistown is 

all settled into its new building (the 

former EBC Baptist Church on Park 

and Wendell) and recently held an 

open house to celebrate the communi-

tiesô support.  

Director Abby Hotz said the Founda-

tion grant will be used towards updat-

ing the computers for the Club mem-

bers. They are still seeking funds to 

add more computers for the lab, and 

then will begin replacing outdated staff 

computers.   

    ñWe appreciate the Foundationôs 

support,ò she said. She also 

praised the Foundation Board of 

Directors for their dedication to 

the community through their 

service. ñThey show such a per-

sonal interest; they donôt just 

write out a check, they value 

and care about the community 

as a whole.ò  

Fergus High School Bleachers, 

$5,000: The young and old alike 

enjoy a multitude of events at 

the Fergus High School Field-

house, but getting in and out of 

the bleachers can be a difficult 

proposition for some. With that 

in mind, a campaign was started 

to raise funds for the addition of 

handrails and steps. 

   ñThis project is tied in with 

many of our senior citizens in 

the community who wanted to 

make it easier to get into the 

facility because they enjoy sporting 

contests and other events,ò said FHS 

Principal Scott Dubbs. He added that 

many have pledged funds for the pro-

ject. 

The lower section of the gym will be 

completed first, but they hope to con-

tinue adding steps and handrails as 

funds are raised. He thanked the Foun-

dation for helping launch the project. 

ñWe have a wonderful facility,ò Scott 

said. ñWe want it to be available for 

everybody.ò 

Reflecting on how educational pro-

jects throughout Central Montana have 

benefitted from the Foundation, Scott 

added, ñWhen I start to think of the 

support from the community through 

the Foundation, it brings tears to my 

eyes.ò  

He added, ñIôve been here a long 

time and have watched the Foundation 

grow. Thank you to all the wonderful 

people who set up endowments for 

scholarships, for projects for our youth,  

for community infrastructureðitôs 

truly phenomenal. Central Montana 

wouldnôt be what it is without the 

Foundation; itôs just tremendous.ò     Õ 

(Continued from Page 2) 

The Boys and Girls Club of Lewistown has been renamed 
ñThe Wilkins Centerò in honor of one of its major benefactors 
and volunteers, Margie Wilkins. Pictured at the recent open 
house are Mrs. Wilkins; her daughter and son-in-law, Jay and 
Janette Henderson, and grandchildren, Cody and Jake. 
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Community Endowment Contact List  

and Fund Balances as of July 31, 2008  

Judith Basin County/Stanford Endowment, $91,027 
 G.C. Tucker Hughes, PO Box 194, Stanford, MT 59479 - Phone: 566-2619 

Garfield County Endowment, $17,523 
 (Jordan Swimming Pool, $26,875) 

 Holly Harbaugh, Box 395, Jordan, MT  59337 - Phone: 557-2324 

Petroleum County Endowment, $37,584 
 Jim Johnke, Winnett, MT  59087 - Phone: 429-2311 

Moore Endowment, $34,776 
 Roberta Belden, PO Box 76, Moore, MT  59464 - Phone: 374-2475 

Denton Endowment, $34,651 
  Wayne Edwards, c/o Farmers State Bank, Denton, MT  59430 - Phone: 567-2226 

Winifred Endowment, $34,175 
 Shirley Benes, PO Box 3, Winifred, MT  59489 - Phone: 462-5316 

Grass Range Endowment, $27,431 
 Wayne Eickhoff, PO Box 144, Grass Range, MT  59032 - Phone: 428-2449 

Hobson Endowment, $18,240 
 (Hobson Endowment-School, $5,636) 
 Sara Stevenson, PO Box 321, Hobson, MT  59452 - Phone: 423-5443 

Judith Gap Endowment, $15,796 
 Dean Peterson, Judith Gap, MT  59453 - Phone: 374-2244 

Roy Endowment, $15,003 

 Shelly Willmore, River Route, Roy, MT  59471 - Phone: 464-7411 

ñBetty was a regular donor to the 

Lewistown Public Libraryðshe was 

always very generous to Lewistown 

and the library and we will miss her 

very much.ò 

Lewistown Public Library Director 

Bridgett Johnson shared her sentiments 

recently about the support of long-time 

donor, Dr. Elizabeth ñBettyò Stoddard, 

who died Oct. 2, 2007. 

Dr. Stoddard left $20,000 to the 

Central Montana Foundation, designat-

ing $10,000 for the library and $5,000 

each to Central Montana Medical Cen-

ter Foundation and Hospice of Central 

Montana. 

ñTwenty percent of our budget is 

dependent upon donations, so we 

Elizabeth ñBettyò Stoddard supports 
Foundation during her life and beyond  

CENTRAL 
MONTANA 

FOUNDATION 
COMMUNITY 
ENDOWMENT 

FUNDS 

TOTAL:  

$358,717 
× 

IMPROVING 
THE QUALITY 

OF LIFE 
IN OUR 

CENTRAL 
MONTANA 

COMMUNITIES! 

Elizabeth ñBettyò Stoddard 
FCHS Graduate 

Stoddard gift . . . 

(Continued on Page 8) 

couldnôt get along without regular do-

nors like Betty,ò Bridgett said. 

ñShe had a long record of quiet giv-

ing,ò said Ann Tuss, Medical Center 

Foundation Coordinator, adding that 

her generosity will help accomplish 

good things at Central Montana Medi-

cal Center and through hospice ser-

vices. 

Dr. Stoddard was born Jan. 24, 1932 

in Lewistown and has a twin sister, 

Alice Kern of White Sulphur Springs. 

A graduate of Fergus High School, she 

went on to attend Montana State Col-
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Record high: $235,150 in scholarships  
awarded to Central Montana students in 2008!  

Central Montana Founda-

tion has shattered its record 

of $171,000 in scholarships 

awarded in 2007. So far in 

2008, Central Montana 

Foundation has awarded 

$235,150 in scholarships to 

Central Montana students! 

Foundation President 

Mike Zacher said new schol-

arships funds established in 

the last year caused the dra-

matic increase in awards. 

Fergus County High School 

Class of 1935 member John 

Henderson left $418,414 

from his estate for scholarships; the Helen Kirkeminde Es-

tate added $986,205 to the Niels and Helen Kirkeminde 

Scholarship Fund; and there were other new memorial 

scholarships added. 

In 2003, Foundation scholarships totaled $56,000; by 

2006 that increased dramatically with $98,000 in awards, 

and last year, Foundation scholarships approached 

$175,000. 

Existing scholarship funds, award recipients, schools at-

tending and scholarship amounts are as follows: 

Evelyn Beatty: Awarded $1,500 each to James Jackson, 

Minot State University; Emmylyn Bentley, Jamestown Col-

lege; Amy Fox and Rebecca Smith, University of Montana-

Missoula; Tyler Quinlan, North Dakota State University; 

Kari Shobe, Concordia College; Ashley Boettger and Randy 

Regli, Montana State University-Bozeman; Karrie Bostrom, 

Biola University; Ryan Kepler, Gonazga University; Erica 

Snapp, BYU-Idaho and Emily Damby, University of Wyo-

ming 

Hannah Bragg: Risa Stivers, MSU-Bozeman, $450. 

Brooks Community: Chase Danell, MSU-Bozeman; Brett 

Gremaux, Montana Tech-Butte; and Sarah McReynolds, 

Johnson and Wales University, $2,800 each. 

Leonard & Edith Brooks: Starr Brown, University of 

Mary, $1,800. 

Marion Burke: Brett Gremaux, Montana Tech, Butte, 

$1,000. 

Central Montana Foundation & FHS Community Ser-

vice: Whitney Miller, Carroll College, $1,000;; 

Central Montana Foundation: Bethany Bielen, Miles 

Community College, $250; Kourtney Kluck, University of 

Montana-Dillon, $300; and Christopher Wiegert, University 

of Idaho, $450. 

Doug Delaney Memorial: Casey Delaney, MSU-

Northern, $350. 

Elmer Erickson: Karina 

Fosjord, MSU-College of 

Technology-Billings; $800. 

Fergus County High 

School Class of 1935: Em-

mylyn Bentley, Jamestown 

College; Fiina Burns and 

Andrew Pollard, MSU-

Billings; Amanda Phillips 

and Risa Stivers, MSU-

Bozeman; Carmen Besel, 

Boise State University; 

Christopher Burch, Crown 

College; Corissa Byron, 

MSU-Northern; Jessica 

Davis, U of M-Missoula; 

Kristian Fleming, Willamette University; Abigale Fry, 

Blanco Blanco Cosmetology School; Tyler Garcia, Univer-

sity of Idaho; Whitney Holmes and Jessica Shettel, Carroll 

College; Thad Kajkowski, George Fox University; Dan 

Patrick Leary, Silverhawk Aviation Academy; Brant Man-

ley, University of Iowa; Stephanie OôDell, Gonzaga Uni-

versity; Danielle Phillips, Southwestern Community Col-

lege; Rosie Smith, MSU-COT Bozeman; and Josie 

Sweeney, University of Northern Colorado; $1,500 each. 

Audra Hegna: Mandy McKenna, MSU-Bozeman, 

$1,800. 

Niels & Helen Kirkeminde: Jason Andersen, U of M-

COT Helena; Dennis Barta and Tyler Bartelt, MSU-

Northern; Kayla Bauman, Deitra Bingeman, Dan Helmer, 

Molly McCarty and Jess Tyler, MSU-Bozeman; Tia Best, 

Jessie Reynolds Dubois, Michael OôBrien and Karen Simp-

son, U of M-Missoula; Dusty Eike, Alesia Kolar and Jessica 

Morris, MSU-Billings; Stephen Hodgeson, MSU-COT 

Great Falls; Wesley Hofer and Kendra Niday, University of 

Great Falls; Thomas Walter, Montana Tech-Butte; and 

Katherine OôBrien, Art Institute of Portland, all $5,000 

each. Krystle Smith, MSU-Northern and Victoria Walter, 

MSU-Northern, $4,125 each; and Crystal Tyler, University 

of Cincinnati, $3,750.  

Ray & Nicoline Marr: Morgan Hecht, University of Port-

land; and Whitney Miller, Carroll College, $2,200 each; 

Kenneth LaFranier, DeVry University; Thomas Walter, 

Colton Baquet and Caitlin Fox, Montana Tech-Butte; Chase 

Brevig, MSU-Northern; Lacey Gloyne and Keithon Walter, 

Dawson Community College; Matt Hassler, Britney 

Thompson, U of M-Missoula; Chelsey Lund, U of M-

Dillon; all $1,000 each; Dennis Barta, MSU-Northern; 

Scholarships . . .  (Continued on Page 7) 
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Ã Please do NOT include my name on your mailing list (please P if applies). 

I want to give a gift to Central Montana!  

Scholarships . . . 
Molly McCarty, MSU-Bozeman; $500 

each; Kallie Boyce, Northwest College 

and  WesLeAnn Leininger, Concordia 

College; and Zachariah Wichman, 

Montana Tech, $300 each; Spencer 

Bold, MSU-Northern; Casey Boyce, 

Jared Foran, Jared Lee and Dusti Rose 

Udelhoven, MSU-Bozeman; all $250 

each; and Kami Siroky, Sheridan Col-

lege, $200.    

Dave & Maxine Matovich: Kinze 

Saunders, Northwest College, $500. 

I r e n e  C .  M i l l e r :  A nge l a 

McReynolds, MSU-Bozeman, $700. 

Tom & Ellen Moe: Steven Moodie, 

MSU-Bozeman, $700. 

Dave Moodie Family: Lisa Hall, 

MSU-Bozeman, $1,000. 

Russell & Beatrice Murray: Kami 

Siroky, Sheridan College, $1,500. 

Chester Rickner: Chase Brevig, 

MSU-Northern, $800. 

Robertson Family Memorial: 

Dezarae Brewington, MSU-Bozeman, 

$500. 

Don Romo: Karen Simpson, U of M

-Missoula, $800. 

Rachel Schaffer: Diamond Braine, 

U of M-Missoula, $900.  

Helen Hruska Schultz: Kourtney 

Kluck, U of M-Dillon, $200. 

Slaterbright: Karina Fosjord, MSU-

Billings COT, $2,000; and Rebecca 

Spika, U of M-Missoula, $1,500. 

Clarence & Mildred Smith: Ashley 

Boettger, Angela McReynolds, Jamie 

Descheemaeker, Steven Moodie, 

Molly McCarty, MSU-Bozeman; Josh 

Troop, Whitworth College; Toby 

Wahl and Stephani Jo Molden, MSU-

Billings; Casey Delaney and Dennis 

Barta, MSU-Northern; Senae Nielsen 

and Karen Simpson, U of M-Missoula; 

Kinze Saunders, Northwest Commu-

nity College; and Kami Siroky, Sheri-

dan College, $1,500 each. 

 Stewart & Catherine Thomas: 

Samantha Abel, U of M-Missoula, 

$700. 

Dr. Frank & Patty Thompson: Lee 

Goodwyn, Montana Tech, Butte; Jack 

Wicks, U of M-Missoula; and Rancel-

lor Chamberlin, MSU-Northern, 

$1,000 each. 

Triumph: Kayla McCulloch, U of 

M-Missoula, $1,000. 

Glenn Vogl Memorial Ag: Wesley 

Hofer, University of Great Falls, $500. 

Ervin Weinheimer: Lisa Hall, MSU

-Bozeman, $1,000. 

Maiden FFA: Lisa Hall, MSU-

Bozeman, $600. 

Garfield County Endowment: 

Adam Stanton, Northwest College, 

$150. 

Garfield County: Darcie Jo Ross 

and Tiffany Thomas, MSU COT-Great 

Falls, Kailyn Murnion, MSU-Billings, 

Carissa Wilson, Art Institute Interna-

tional Minnesota; and Daniel Edwards, 

MSU-Northern, $200 each. 

Petroleum County & Jon Ulen: 

Amanda McKenna, $460. 

Petroleum County: Malori Wood-

ford, $360. 

Roy & Jean Wunderlin: Nicholas 

Econom, $1,000; and Kevin Arntzen, 

$600.                                                  Õ 

(Continued from Page 6) 
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Foundation helps bring arts to disabled citizens 
Central Montana Foundation recently granted funds to 

help bring the arts to the disabled population in the area. 

VSA Arts of Montana in a non-profit organization with a 

mission to bring arts to people with disabilities and under-

served populations. VSA has teamed up with local artist and 

certified art teacher, Cheryl Bannes as Artist in Residence 

to provide art workshops to nearly 25 rural schools and 

community groups. 

The Foundation grant helped buy supplies for art projects 

at Montana Mental Health Nursing Care Center and Snowy 

Mountain Industries. 

Thanks to the Foundation grant, Cheryl said they were 

able to buy canvas aprons and supplies to do a screen-

printing project at MMHNCC. ñIt was an involved pro-

jectðthe residents did the drawing and made the screens.ò 

The creativity was wonderful, she said, and they wore their 

aprons to the a volunteer appreciation party this summer. 

ñThe residents are very proud of the end products and are 

using their aprons,ò said Peg Matthews, Recreation Super-

visor. ñCheryl has such a nice way of encouraging and sup-

porting us!ò 

Snowy Mountain Industries participants painted canvas 

book bags in a similar project. Art projects such as these 

help the disabled build confidence, imagination, critical 

thinking skills, creative problem solving skills and pride, 

according to the grant application to the Foundation. Stud-

ies have shown the therapeutic and personal benefits from 

participating in the arts. 

Cheryl Bannes with MMHNCC Recreation Supervisor Peg 
Matthews, and aides Laura VanderVen, Patrice Gibbs and 
Jackie Leap. 

Cheryl is a strong advocate for taking art to the under-

served and disabled. She said she is constantly impressed 

with the ability and creativity of the people she works with, 

and referenced the unique drawings on their aprons and 

totes.  ñThey have drawn birds, flowers, cartoons, lots of 

animalsðthey were so much fun.ò 

She also noted that VSR Arts of Montana was just recog-

nized by a national organization as a model program for 

VSAôs across the country,ò she said. And, part of the reason 

for that is for  Cherylôs Artist in Residence program.          Õ 

Stoddard gift to Foundation . . . 
(Continued from Page 5) 

lege in Bozeman and then earned her medical degree at 

Washington University in St. Louis, Mo. 

She worked in St. Louis at Barnes Hospital in Cardiology 

and later, the Jewish Hospital, specializing in Rehabilitative 

Medicine, finishing her career as the head of the depart-

ment. She worked with paralyzed patients and was instru-

mental in helping obtain housing for the physically chal-

lenged. After her retirement, she returned to Lewistown in 

1992. She enjoyed reading, gardening and working cross-

word puzzles. 

Alice said her sister was a private person and somewhat 

of a loner. ñShe lived quietly in her home, but she was very 

fond of her little dog, Nubbins.ò Added Alice, ñShe always 

said Nubbins was part poodle, part Pomeranian and part 

Tasmanian devil!ò  (Alice and her husband, Ron have now 

adopted Nubbins.) 

Alice took care of her sister as her health failed. ñShe 

spent her final days in the Hospice Room at CMMC,ò she 

said. 

Alice said that because of her medical background, her 

sister was interested in supporting medical activities, at 

CMMC and in St. Louis. 

ñAnd, she was always concerned about the library and 

wanted to make sure they are able to keep it going.ò          
Õ 

Dr. Elizabeth ñBettyò Stoddard and her dog, Nubbins. 


