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ñIf we can help one 

family find peace 
& comfort, weôve 
accomplished a 
great thing.ò 

-Gerri Campbell, 

speaking about 
the Hospice House 

Campaign 

Bringing an 

opera to Lewis-

town is about 

more than just 

enter ta inment . 

ñItôs really about 

educationðitôs 

about being a 

balanced person 

and having a bal-

anced society.ò 

David Cripps 

described his 

vision for Central 

Montana as his 

motivation for 

staging live per-

formances of  

ñAmahl and the 

Night Visitors.ò 

The 60-minute 

world-famous Christmas opera will be per-

formed in Lewistown Dec. 20 at 7:30 p.m. and 

Dec. 21 at 3 p.m. at the Fergus Center for the 

Performing Arts. 

David talks passionately about the value of 

music and arts education, and hopes that seeing 

this type of production will stimulate youth to 

study the arts. 

He prefers to call the production a ñmusical 

dramaò rather than an opera, because ñoperaò 

evokes images of high society for many. ñOpera 

is for the people and it shouldnôt be intimidat-

ing.ò And, he adds, ñAfter five minutes, the audi-

ence will forget that theyôre at an opera.ò 

It is believed that this is the first opera to be 

presented in Lewistown, and David thanked the 

Central Montana Foundation for helping make it 

possible. The Foundation granted $3,000 for the 

endeavor. In addition, the ñCentral Montana Op-

era Firstò pass-through account was established 

with the Foun-

dation, so all 

donations are 

tax deductible. 

   ñAmahl and 

the Night Visi-

torsò has be-

come a Christ-

mas classic 

since it was first 

composed in 

1951 by Italian 

Gian Car lo 

Menotti for 

NBC television. 

ñItôs a real 

Christmas gift,ò 

David said. ñItôs 

a Christmas 

story with a 

beautiful mes-

sage about why we celebrate Christmas.ò 

   David (whose professional name is Jarl von 

Arlyon) is the producer, director and designer 

for  the production, which will feature local 

talent, along with the Cascade Spring Quartet, 

the Chinook Wind Quintet and the Great Falls 

Symphony.  Giuseppe Montesano, an Italian 

conductor, will make his American debut with 

the production. 

Nathan Kennedy, a Lewistown eighth grader, 

will perform as Amahl. A shepherd chorus will 

feature 24 Fergus High School students and 16 

local adults and children, and nine local youth 

dancers will also perform. 

David grew up on a small ranch near Heath, 

and went on to achieve great success in the 
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The three kings from ñAmahl and the Night Visitorsò are (from 
left) Bruce Waller, Mark Kennedy and Randy Hoch, along 
with pianist Virginia McMillan. 
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By Stepahnie Turner 

Hospice Volunteer 

ñOne person caring about another 

represents lifeôs greatest value.ò 

Bill and Udell Kibbey spent a life-

time caring for each other and for their 

community. Bill and Udell shared 57 

years together until Udell succumbed 

to cancer last winter. 

Hospice of Central Montana meant a 

lot to Bill and Udell, as well.  The 

Hospice team became like family to 

them.  Recently Bill shared the heart-

warming story about how Hospice 

served his beloved wife of 57 years. 

With a heart full of gratitude, Bill 

has made a generous donation to the 

Hospice House Endowment Fund. 

ñI gave them my IRA as a memorial 

to Udell.  She liked Lewistown,ò said 

Bill.  

The gift memorializing Udell Kib-

bey will help to fund the endowment 

that will assure that the planned Hos-

pice House in Lewistown will provide 

Hospice patient care well into the fu-

ture. 

Hospice of Central Montana has 

launched a capital campaign to raise 

$600,000 to buy or build a residential Hospice House in 

Lewistown to serve patients who are no longer able to stay in 

their own homes.  A one million dollar endowment will be 

raised over the next five to ten years to assure the viability of 

the Hospice House. 

The Kibbey gift to the endowment fund is a beautiful leg-

acy to a beautiful and courageous woman. 

ñUdell had been struggling with illness for a long time, but 

I was reluctant for her to go into Hospice because it seemed 

too final to me,ò shared Bill who cared for Udell at home. 

ñBut in the spring of 2006, Dr. Taylor told me, óyou need 

help,ô and recommended Hospice.ò  

ñKathy Ward, the Hospice nurse, came out and explained 

the program to us, and then I knew it was the right thing to 

do. I have a lot of confidence in her. She is a wonderful 

lady.ò 

Udell did well on Hospice, and in October of 2006, she 

was healthy enough to travel to the Kibbeyôs winter home in 

Green Valley, Arizona. But she still needed Hospice care.  

Kathy Ward, her primary nurse, contacted Hospice in Green 

Valley and made all the arrangements for Udell to be en-

rolled in Hospice there. 

Udell Kibbeyôs legacy will live on through 
memorial gift to Hospice House by her husband  

ñShe set up the transition to Hospice in 

Green Valley, and Hospice was there 

to help us the next day after we ar-

rived.  And when we came back to 

Lewistown in the spring, Kathy Ward 

was there the next day.ò Bill contin-

ued. 

   ñHospice here spoiled Udell for what 

we expected in Arizona.  They have a 

lot of people to serve there, and have-

nôt got the time like here in Lewis-

town.  Kathy became a friend and 

stayed and visited.  Udell would look 

forward to her visits and ask if she was 

coming that day.ò 

   When asked what he found most 

helpful about Hospice, Bill answered, 

ñthe supportðthe nurses, the aides, the 

chaplainsðreally all of them. Thatôs 

what I found out, that they were a car-

ing bunch.  It takes a special person to 

do that job.ò 

   By fall of 2007, with the help of 

Hospice, Udell was still strong enough 

to make the trip to their Arizona home.  

After a few months, she weakened and 

passed away in her own home in Janu-

ary 2008.  She had spent over a year 

and a half under Hospice care. 

   ñShe had a long fight,ò said Bill who had continued to 

care for her at home. ñIf they had had a Hospice House 

when we got down to the endðespecially the last few 

weeksðitôs possible we would have gone to a Hospice 

House.  If we could have had the same nurses and support, it 

would have been an easy transition. A Hospice House would 

have been better for Udell at the end.ò 

ñI think to have a Hospice House here in Lewistown 

would be great,ò said Bill.  ñItôs a good place to give.  

Money given to Hospice stays in Lewistown and for a good 

cause. I think itôs a wonderful outfit.ò 

Please give generously to help establish and maintain a 

Hospice House in Lewistown.  Gifts may be designated for 

the Capital Campaign or for the Endowment Fund.  All gifts 

are tax deductible and will be acknowledged in Hospice 

publications unless anonymity is requested.  Donations are a 

lasting legacy and may memorialize or honor loved ones. 

Checks may be sent to Hospice of Central Montana, 408 

Wendell Avenue, Lewistown, MT 59457. For more informa-

tion and to pay online, visit the web at 

www.hospiceofcentralmontana.org or call Candace Bow-

man, Capital Campaign Chairperson at 406-535-6302.       Õ 

Bill and Udell Kibbey in June 1950. 
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New Yearôs Eve Gala will help turn the 
dream of a Hospice House into a reality  

You are invited to the  
New Yearõs Eve Gala for 

the Hospice House...  
Begin the New Year right by helping 

make a dream come true to have a resi-

dential hospice house for Central Mon-

tana patients and families! 

The Hospice New Yearôs Eve Gala is 

set for Wed., Dec. 31 at the Basin Bull 

Center near Hobson. Itôs a black tie and 

blue jeans affair beginning at 6 p.m. with 

gourmet appetizers and cocktails fol-

lowed by an auction of fine items and 

services, plus a surprise Calcutta event 

and drawing for a house theme quilt. 

A fire and ice smorgasbord will be pre-

sented at 8:30 p.m. and there will be great 

music and dancing with ñRoadside Attractionò and ñBent Wil-

lowsò throughout the evening. Guests can ring in the New 

Year early with the east coast at 10 p.m., or celebrate with 

fellow Montanans at midnight. 

Shuttle service is available from Central Montana Medical 

Center in Lewistown or guests can enjoy the valet parking 

service at the event. 

Gerri Campbell, one of the event organizers, said everyone 

is invited to the gala, but tickets are limited so she urges early 

reservations. Invitations containing details and registration can 

be obtained from the Hospice office at calling 535-6302, or on 

the website at:  www.hospiceofcentralmontana.org 

   Gerri is a strong advocate of the hospice program; a con-

Hospice Tree of Lights  
Thursday, Dec. 18 at 5:30 p.m.  

In the CMMC Medical Arts Building lobby.  

Help brighten the Hospice Tree of Lightsé 

Give a gift in memory of, or tribute to,  
the special people who have touched your life.  

Their name will be placed on the Hospice  
Tree of Lights displayed at CMMC & your  

gift will help Central Montana hospice patients.  

For more information, please contact  
Hospice Volunteer Coordinator  

Candace Bowman at (406) 535 -6302  
www.hospiceofcentralmontana.org  

viction born of experience. Her father 

was a hospice patient in Wyoming and 

died in October 2006. ñI believe every-

body deserves to leave this world with 

that kind of peace, dignity and control,ò 

she said. ñAnd, everybody is entitled to 

assist a loved one along that journey.ò 

   Although her father wasnôt in a resi-

dential hospice house, she has other 

family members and friends who found 

such a facility to be a huge blessing to 

them. ñFor folks that arenôt able to go 

through the final stages at home for 

whatever reason, having a homelike 

environment as the hospice house will 

provide is huge. If we can help one fam-

ily find peace and comfort, weôve ac-

complished a great thing.ò 

A residential hospice facility would serve patients who 

are no longer able to independently care for themselves in 

their own homes, including hospice patients whose care 

exceeds the capabilities of available caregivers. A local 

residential facility will allow patients to remain close to 

familiar surroundings as well as friends and family and to 

continue care with their local physician and the familiar 

Hospice of Central Montana clinical staff. 

Currently, patients requiring residential hospice services 

are discharged from the local hospice and transferred to a 

residential hospice outside of the service area.  Taking them 

away from familiar surroundings is traumatic for them and 

their loved ones.  

In an effort to control the cost of the hospice house pro-

ject, the preliminary plan is to acquire an existing building 

in Lewistown, refurbish it to create a ñhome likeò setting 

and assure its viability into the future through an endow-

ment. 

Hospice of Central Montana has already raised consider-

able funds towards a residential hospice house. An endow-

ment will be raised over five years and will assure that the 

house will provide patient care well into the future. Tax 

deductible donations can be directed to the capital fund or 

the endowment. 

You may designate that your donation goes toward the 

Hospice House Capital Campaign Fund or to the Hospice 

House Endowment Fund. To donate online, visit the Make a 

Donation page at www.hospiceofcentralmontana.org. 

Or, for more information about how you can help, contact 

Hospice Volunteer Coordinator Candace Bowman at (406) 

535-6302.  
Õ 
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Community Endowment Contact List  

and Fund Balances as of September 30, 2008  

¶ Judith Basin County/Stanford Endowment, $91,819 
 G.C. Tucker Hughes, PO Box 194, Stanford, MT 59479 - Phone: 566-2619 

¶ Garfield County Endowment, $17,786 
 (Jordan Swimming Pool, $29,276) 

 Holly Harbaugh, Box 395, Jordan, MT  59337 - Phone: 557-2324 

¶ Petroleum County Endowment, $37,277 
 Jim Johnke, Winnett, MT  59087 - Phone: 429-2311 

¶ Denton Endowment, $37,701 
  Wayne Edwards, c/o Farmers State Bank, Denton, MT  59430 - Phone: 567-2226 

¶ Winifred Endowment, $36,131 
 Shirley Benes, PO Box 3, Winifred, MT  59489 - Phone: 462-5316 

¶ Moore Endowment, $35,240 
 Roberta Belden, PO Box 76, Moore, MT  59464 - Phone: 374-2475 

¶ Grass Range Endowment, $27,794 
 Wayne Eickhoff, PO Box 144, Grass Range, MT  59032 - Phone: 428-2449 

¶ Hobson Endowment, $18,465 
 (Hobson Endowment-School, $5,705) 
 Sara Stevenson, PO Box 321, Hobson, MT  59452 - Phone: 423-5443 

¶ Judith Gap Endowment, $15,541 
 Dean Peterson, Judith Gap, MT  59453 - Phone: 374-2244 

¶ Roy Endowment, $15,243 

 Shelly Willmore, River Route, Roy, MT  59471 - Phone: 464-7411 

For the past nine years Central Montana Foundation has made an 

annual contribution to each of the community endowment funds to be 

spent during the current year. 

Each community receives $3,000 to be used at the discretion of 

their community board. Foundation President Mike Zacher explained 

that the board of directors feels that these community members know 

the needs of their individual communities and should decide how to 

best use those funds. 

In addition to the annual gift, interest from the community endow-

ment funds (see list below) helps fund a variety of cultural, educa-

tional, civic and healthcare projects in those communities. 

Some of the funds granted include: 

Denton Endowment: To Denton Lions Club for scholarships; 

Denton Ambulance for evacuation splint system; Denton Fire Depart-

ment, wench for incident command vehicle; Denton Library, for jun-

Community Endowments use CMF gift 

to accomplish variety of projects this year 

CENTRAL 
MONTANA 

FOUNDATION 
COMMUNITY 
ENDOWMENT 

FUNDS 

TOTAL:  

$367,981 
× 

IMPROVING 
THE QUALITY 

OF LIFE 
IN OUR 

CENTRAL 
MONTANA 

COMMUNITIES! 

The Hobson Centennial event was well-attended 
and gave current and former residents a chance to 
reconnect.  

Community Funds . . . 
(Continued on Page 5) 
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YES!  
Given By________________________________________________________ Amount $____________Date_________ 

Address_____________________________________City__________________________State_______Zip__________ 

Name of Person(s) ÃHonored or ÃMemorialized________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Send Acknowledgement Card to: Name_______________________________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________City__________________________State_______Zip__________ 
 
    Central Montana Foundation    Medical Center Foundation 

                     (Community Funds)               (Hospital Funds) 
 
    ___General Fund                  ___General Fund        ___General Endowment 

    ___Scholarship Fund     ___Hospice                 ___Skilled Nursing Center 

     (please specify:___________________)  ___Vision 2000 Endowment 

 ___Other:_______________________________  ___Other:______________________________ 

                          

           Mail Community Donations to:       Mail Hospital Donations to:   

               Central Montana Foundation                       Medical Center Foundation 

                PO Box 334            408 Wendell Avenue 

         Lewistown, MT  59457 Lewistown, MT  59457 
Your gift will be acknowledged in our publications unless anonymity is requested. Your gift is tax deductible. Thank you for 

your donation. Questions? Call CMF at (406) 538-6130 or MCF at (406) 535-6309. 

Ã Please do NOT include my name on your mailing list (please P if applies). 

I want to give a gift to Central Montana!  

Community Funds . . . 
ior book club and computer software; Denton Beautification 

Club, for planters, trees and scrubs; and to Denton School 

for a trophy case. 

Hobson Endowment: Funds were awarded to Judith Ba-

sin County Sheriffôs Department, Hobson Centennial Com-

mittee, Hobson Library, Utica Sapphire 4-H Club, Rocking 

JBs 4-H Club, Shakespeare in the Schools and to the endow-

ment to purchase Christmas lights for the Boulevard. 

Judith Basin Endowment: Grants were awarded for ex-

penses of the Central Montana Youth Challenge, Judith Ba-

sin Senior Citizens, Judith Arts Society, Windham Womenôs 

Club, Stanford Close-up Club, Stanford FFA and BPA, Ba-

sin Medical Center, Geyser Community Hall, Stanford 

School for Ravenwood, Otter Creek Fire Department, Judith 

Basin Sheriffôs canine program, Stanford Beautification Pro-

ject and the Judith Basin County Free Library. 

Judith Gap Endowment: Grants were awarded to the 

Judith Gap Fire Department, Town of Judith Gap and Judith 

Gap School. 

Moore Endowment: Grants were awarded to the Moore 

Theatrical Fund to support the Missoula Childrenôs Theatre 

Program and the Moore School Music Department to help 

fund students attending the State Music Festival. 

Petroleum County Endowment: The Foundation annual 

gift was used for the Petroleum County Search and Rescue 

to replace the radio and siren in a search and rescue truck, to 

the Petroleum County Community Library for a historical 

archives project, to Winnett High School Student Council for 

two new basketball baskets, Winnett Cemetery Association 

for the purchase of a riding law mower and to assist with the 

cost of the Winnett School District Driverôs Education Pro-

gram. 

Roy Endowment: Grants awarded for monthly fees of the 

Roy street lights; Roy Ambulance & Fire towards a new am-

bulance and fire hall; and to Roy Cemetery for lawnmower 

fuel expenses. 

Winifred Endowment: The endowment committee 

granted funds to help with the Central Montana Youth Chal-

lenge speakers and events, for the Winifred Library for 

books for adults and children; Winifred Swimming Pool for 

kick boards and benches for the changing rooms; the Wini-

fred Museum for a desktop fire safe file, used computer and 

accessories; and an oximeter and stair chair for the Winifred 

Ambulance. 

The Foundation also gifted funds to Garfield County En-

dowment and Grass Range Endowment. 

ñCommunity foundations are part of economic develop-

ment,ò explained Mike. ñThey are able to help in the present 

through their grant-making abilities, while making a commit-

ment to the future through their management of endow-

ments.ò                                                                      
Õ                                                                  

(Continued from Page 4) 
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CMMC Nursery remodeled in memory of ñDr. Bò 
Dr. Steven Berberet lost his battle with cancer on June 25, 

2007, but his legacy will live on at Central Montana Medical 

Center (CMMC). 

CMMCôs nursery has been remodeled through a memorial 

gift from the Fergus County Medical Society, along with 

thousands of dollars in other memorial gifts by individuals. 

ñDr. Berberet was cherished as a physician at CMMC and 

was a man who made a difference in 

the lives of so many,ò said Medical 

Center Foundation Coordinator Ann 

Tuss. 

He began his practice in Lewistown 

in 1982, delivering the first of many 

babies on Aug. 31, 1982. He was par-

ticularly committed to providing obstet-

Memorial gifts help furnish Basin Medical Center  

rical care and from 1988-89, was the only physician who 

continued to deliver babies at CMMC. During that time, he 

delivered 223 babies, and over the course of his career at 

CMMC delivered 1,210 babies! (Now, CMMC has two phy-

sicians who provide OB services.) 

   ñHe was an excellent OB doctor and kept up on the new-

est trends and treatments so he was always on top of the 

game,ò said Darla Jones, OB and 

Quality Improvement Coordinator. 

Darla has been in the OB for 29-1/2 

years, and said ñDr. Bò was fully dedi-

cated to his patients. ñHe was always 

available. During the winter heôd 

snowmobile into town if he had to and 

heôd often stay all night if a patient 

was in labor.ò 

   Darla said, ñHe was a gentle man. I 

rarely saw him mad.ò She laughed as 

she recalled that she did see him once 

throw a cotton ball across the nursery. ñThat was as mad as I 

ever saw him!ò 

    He and his wife, Kathy, were full partners in 

his medical practice, where she served as office 

manager. They were also devoted partners as 

parents, adopting five children. 

    ñDr. B is tremendously missed,ò Ann said. 

ñHe was an outstanding physician and an out-

standing man in general. The nursery remodel 

is a wonderful tribute to his memory.ò            Õ 

 

Dr. Berberet and Carmen 
Poser, LPN, are pictured 
above. OB Coordinator 
Darla Jones and Kathy Ber-
beret (on the left) share 
memories in the newly-
remodeled CMMC nursery. 

It was just an ordinary day at Basin Medical Clinic (BMC) 

when this Roundup editor waited to visit with Rosemary 

Youderian, Family Nurse Practitioner. The small clinic was 

a flurry of activity as patients were coming and going and 

the phone was ringing. 

ñWe see about 125 patients every two weeks,ò Rosemary 

said, once the last patient of the morning had left. She said 

the clinic provides women and menôs healthcare, acute care, 

physical exams, management of chronic health problems, 

and more. A major service is an annual Health Fair held each 

spring. 

Thanks to about $12,000 in memorial and honorary gifts 

and donations and a grant from the Leroy and Claris Strand 

Foundation, the clinic recently purchased a new examination 

table and EKG machine, as well as office furniture. 

The EKG (electrocardiogram) is a vital piece of equipment 

to find a heart problem early, especially vital in an isolated 

area, Rosemary said. The exam table is designed for people 

with mobility problems. Rosemary showed off her new built

-in office furniture and said it allows her to keep her re-

sources close at hand and organized. 

She thanked the Cen-

tral Montana Medical 

Center Foundation for 

the help, made possible 

by the generosity of its 

donors. ñThis small 

clinic doesnôt make 

money, so donations 

help us make purchases 

like the EKG that are 

above and beyond. Itôs 

very helpful.ò 

Basin Medical Center 

is a department of Cen-

tral Montana Medical 

Center and is located in 

the Basin Trading Post 

in Stanford. 

For more information 

on its services, contact 

BMC at (406) 566-2327. 

 

Rosemary Youderian 
Family Nurse Practitioner 

 


