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òItõs a win-win   

situation.  I can          

give back to my  

community  and at  

the same time,  

save money  

on taxes.ó 

- Joan Murphy 

Central Montana 

Medical Center Foun-

dation recently hit a 

major milestone as its 

funds surpassed the 

$1 million mark! 

ñIn 2000, we had 

$530,000 in our funds 

held with Central 

Montana Founda-

tion,ò said Medical 

Center Foundation 

(MCF) Coordinator 

Ann Tuss. ñIn just 

over eight years, 

weôve doubled our 

donations!ò 

Fund totals are 

more than $1.1 mil-

lion, and include Vi-

sion 2000 endow-

ment, CMMC Gen-

eral, General Endowment, Ambulance, Emer-

gency Room, Home Health, Hospice, Hospice 

House, ICU/CCU, MRI Radiology, Room Re-

models, Skilled Nursing Center and Basin 

Medical Center funds. 

MCF was founded in 1994 with a mission to 

support healthcare in Central Montana. Since its 

inception, MCF has helped fund a variety of 

medically-related projectsðfrom gurneys for 

rural ambulance services, to the latest in high-

tech medical equipment. In the last year, MCF 

helped furnish the new Magnetic Resonance 

Imaging (MRI)/Radiology Suite at CMMC, 

granted funds to the Central Montana Youth 

Challenge, purchased a hydraulic-wheeled chair 

for use by Hospice patients, among other pro-

jects. 

MCF has an advisory board that works with 

the MCF coordina-

tor to accomplish 

its mission. Dale 

Longfellow re-

cently stepped 

down as chairman, 

but continues his 

wholehearted sup-

port of MCF. 

    K a r e n 

Kuhlmann moved 

up from the vice 

chair position to 

lead the group. 

ñChairing the 

CMMC Founda-

tion Advisory 

Board is an honor 

and challenge,ò 

she said. ñDale 

Longfellow, and 

Don Pfau before 

him, set a high standard for the board in terms 

of positive advocacy for CMMC, health educa-

tion and fundraising.ò She noted that her new 

vice-chair, Debbie Kohler, has been a valuable 

asset to MCF for several years. Karen and Deb-

bie co-chaired the successful ñPaint the Town 

Redò fundraiser for the MRI suite last February. 

Karen spoke with excitement about the future 

of the Medical Center Foundation. ñThe caring 

and generous people of Central Montana have 

made possible the accumulation of more than 

$1 million for the support of healthcare at 

CMMC and the area through donations, memo-

rials, endowments and gifts,ò she said. ñThis 

tremendous achievement is a testimony to the 

vital role CMMC plays in the daily lives, health 

and well-being of everyone in Central Mon-

tana.ò                                                                Õ         
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Mildred Gatz (before her death a few years 
ago) shared a laugh with great granddaugh-
ter, Abigail Gatz, at CMMC. 
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ñI have strong feelings for 

what theyôve given to me,ò 

she said of her hometown. ñI 

feel that many of the successes 

in my life, financial and other-

wise, are because of this com-

munity.ò For these reasons, 

she recently gifted a substan-

tial sum to the Petroleum 

County Endowment Fund 

with Central Montana Founda-

tion, as well to her alma ma-

ter, MSU. 

Joan said she and husband, 

Brendan, made other invest-

ments in the first few years of 

their marriage and are now enjoying philanthropic giving to 

Joan Murphy saves money on taxes and helps her communityé 

Petroleum County Endowment Fund gets a boost! 
Joan Murphy received some good advice when she was a 

teenager working at a café in her hometown of Winnett. 

One of her patrons, John Marty, would often leave her a 

$1 tip. ñAnd in those days, that was a big tip. He would say 

to me, óNow, Joan, take that home and put it in your college 

fund,ô ò she said. ñAnd I did.ò 

Joanôs hard work in the caf® and other jobs netted her a 

savings account of about $500 by the time she was 18. 

When she left home to attend Montana State University in 

1955, she had earned an advanced honor scholarship. Com-

bined with some help from her parents and part-time jobs 

while attending college, she was able to leave her savings 

untouched. 

A former Winnett superintendent who had switched to a 

career in the investment business suggested that she invest 

her savings. Once again, she took some good advice. For 50 

years the money continued to grow; first in Post Office 

bonds, and then in other investment funds. During that time, 

Joanôs $500 grew to $34,600! Joan realized that she had a 

golden opportunity to put her money to work by supporting 

a community that she believes shaped her life in many ways. 

Community Endowment Contacts & Fund Balances 
as of January 31, 2008  

ǒ Judith Basin County/Stanford Endowment, $87,593  

    G.C. Tucker Hughes, PO Box 194, Stanford, MT 59479 - Phone: 566-2619 

Moore Endowment, $33,820  

    Roberta Belden, PO Box 76, Moore, MT  59464 - Phone: 374-2475 

Winifred Endowment, $33,036  

    Twila Lunde, PO Box 142, Winifred, MT  59489 - Phone: 462-5383 

Hobson Endowment, $17,901  

    (Hobson Endowment -School, $5,491)  
    Sara Stevenson, PO Box 321, Hobson, MT  59452 - Phone: 423-5443 

ǒ Grass Range Endowment, $26,715  

   Wayne Eickhoff, PO Box 144, Grass Range, MT  59032 - Phone: 428-2449 

Denton Endowment, $31,872  

    Wayne Edwards, c/o Farmers State Bank, Denton, MT  59430 - Phone: 567-2226 

Garfield County  Endowment, $16,729 

   Jodi Pierson, Box 278, Jordan, MT  59337 - Phone: 557-2203 

Judith Gap Endowment, $15,341  

   Dean Peterson, Judith Gap, MT  59453 - Phone: 374-2244 

Petroleum County Endowment, $16,459  

   Jim Johnke, Winnett, MT  59087 - Phone: 429-2311 

Roy Endowment, $14,047  

   Shelly Willmore, River Route, Roy, MT  59471 - Phone: 464-7411 

 

CENTRAL 
MONTANA 

FOUNDATION 
COMMUNITY 
ENDOWMENT 

FUNDS 

TOTAL:  

$299,002 
× 

IMPROVING 
THE QUALITY 

OF LIFE 
IN OUR 

CENTRAL 
MONTANA 

COMMUNITIES! 

Murphy Gift . . . 
(Continued on Page 3) 

Brendan & Joan Murphy 
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The Montana Income Tax Credit for 

Endowed Philanthropy was originally 

enacted in 1997 and encourages charita-

ble giving to qualified endowments by 

offering incentives to Montana taxpay-

ers. 

An endowment is a fund held by a 

tax-exempt organization like Central 

Montana Foundation where the princi-

pal of the fund is not wholly expend-

able. Only the interest and appreciation 

earned in an endowment fund can be 

used for current operations. 

Income Tax Credit still available to Montanans 
A summary of the current Tax 

Credit law is as follows: 

Planned Gift - Provides a credit 

against state income tax liability in the 

amount of 40% of the present value of 

any planned gift to a permanent en-

dowment of a Montana charity up to a 

maximum amount of $10,000 per year 

per taxpayer. (Applies to individual or 

business entity taxpayers.) 

Outright Gift  - Provides a credit 

against state income tax liability in the 

amount of 20% of the present value of 

any outright gift by a business entity 

to a permanent endowment of a Mon-

tana charity up to a maximum of 

$10,000 per year per taxpayer. 

(Applies to corporations, small busi-

ness corporations, partnership or lim-

ited liability company taxpayers.) 

For more information about the Tax 

Credit, visit the Montana Department 

of Revenue web site: http://mt.gov/

r e v e n u e / f o r i n d i v i d u a l s /

i n d i v i d u a l i n c o m e /

incentivesiit.asp#endowment.           Õ 

Murphy gift . . . 
(Continued from Page 2) 

their favorite causes from the proceeds 

of those 40-year-old investments.  

ñWe are very blessed.ò She added, 

ñCentral Montana Foundation is a tool 

by which we can give back. I decided to 

give money back to the community 

because thatôs money that came from 

Petroleum County.ò 

She also noted that she was inspired 

by the philanthropic giving of her 

friends Norman Asbjornson and Margie 

Wilkins. Norm has been a major bene-

factor for his hometown of Winifred 

and Margie is a long-time contributor to 

the Central Montana Foundation. 

Joan gave the gift to the Petroleum 

County Endowment in honor of her 

parents, Floyd (who is deceased) and 

Viola Hill. Viola, whoôs 92, was deliv-

ered by her father on the family  home-

stead near Winnett. Joan said her par-

ents placed a high value on education. 

ñThey had 13 straight years of having a 

child in college; and three of those 

years they had two children in 

college. Then they had another 

five years with their youngest 

son in college, so they had 18 

years of having a child in col-

lege!ò Joan and all of her sib-

lings earned college degrees. 

A motivation for giving to 

the Petroleum County Endow-

ment was reducing their taxes, 

Joan said. ñItôs a win-win situa-

tion. I can give back to my 

community and at the same 

time, save money on taxes.ò 

Montanans who give to a 

qualified endowment (principal 

remains intact and only the 

interest is spent) can  receive 

an income tax credit! (See related 

story above.) 

Joan attended Winnett schools K-12 

and graduated from MSU in 1959 

with a degree in home economics and 

minor in business. She and Brendan 

were both teachers, and returned to 

Winnett in 1974. Brendan left teach-

ing to work on the familyôs ranch. 

Joan was a substitute teacher for a 

year in Winnett and then hired to start 

a home economics program. She later 

added business to her teaching cur-

riculum. She taught for 19 years be-

fore her retirement. The Murphys 

raised two sons in Winnett; Brad and 

Brent. Both are college graduates and 

enjoying successful careers. 

Joanôs gift to the Petroleum Endow-

ment is undesignated, and she stressed 

how endowments improve the quality 

of life for local residents.  She noted 

that the endowment has helped pro-

vide scholarships to local students, as 

well as supporting community pro-

jects, the ambulance service, library, 

playground, swimming pool and other 

worthy projects. 

She said giving to the Petroleum 

County Endowment Fund held with 

Central Montana Foundation is a good 

feeling. ñThe Central Montana Foun-

dation is a tremendous tool to give 

back to your community.ò                 
Õ 

Joan Murphyôs gift is in honor of her parents, 
(shown here on their 65th wedding anniversary) 
Floyd and Viola Hill. 

CMMC Health Fair is April 12 
Central Montana Medical Centerôs 

Health Fair is set for Saturday, April 

12, from 7-11 a.m. at the Lewistown 

Civic Center. Blood screening is 

available, as well as free assess-
ments and screenings from CMMC 

departments and local businesses; 

and refreshments. 
Õ 

http://mt.gov/revenue/forindividuals/individualincome/incentivesiit.asp#endowment
http://mt.gov/revenue/forindividuals/individualincome/incentivesiit.asp#endowment
http://mt.gov/revenue/forindividuals/individualincome/incentivesiit.asp#endowment
http://mt.gov/revenue/forindividuals/individualincome/incentivesiit.asp#endowment
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First Christian Church of Lewistown has stepped for-

ward to launch the first major fundraiser for the Hospice 

House Project. 

Comedian Jeff Allen will be coming to town on Sat., 

April 19 at 6:30 p.m. at the Fergus Center for the Perform-

ing Arts. Pastor Page said Allen is ñone of the funniest and 

most inspiring comedians of our time.ò His humor has 

been televised on many programs and he has performed 

stand-up comedy throughout the U.S. during the last 20 

years. 

The First Christian pastor and his congregation made the 

decision last year to bring Allen to Lewistown and were 

looking for a worthy cause to designate proceeds. ñIn the 

midst of all that, Jan Gore passed away,ò said Pastor Page. 

The former owner of the Bon Ton was a faithful parish-

ioner at First Christian. 

ñFor well over a year, her body suffered the ravages of 

cancer,ò Pastor Page said in a letter encouraging support of 

First Christian hosting comedian Jeff Allen 

to raise funds for Hospice House Campaign 

the Hospice House campaign. He said it was painfully obvi-

ous to all who knew her ñthat Janôs disease would not allow 

her to spend her remaining days comfortable at home. Jan 

desperately needed what Lewistown could not offerða Hos-

pice House.ò 

Rick said Janôs experience highlighted the need for a Hos-

pice House and the church stepped forward to organize the 

fundraiser. Pastor Page said First Christian Church stresses 

ñputting the gospel in actionò by being involved in the com-

munity.  Contributing towards the drive to have a residential 

Hospice House in Central Montana fits that mission. 

A residential Hospice House will serve patients who are no 

longer able to care for themselves in their own homes or live 

too far from medical facilities. Central Montana Medical 

Center Home Health/Hospice Manager Beth Putnam ex-

plains that the patient ñcalls the shotsò in a hospice house, 

setting their own eating, sleeping and visiting schedules. 

CMMC Hospice Volunteer Coordinator Candace Bowman 

said there is a tremendous amount of interest in the hospice 

program, which emphasizes quality, rather than length of 

life. ñDying is something that impacts every one of usðrich, 

poor, young and oldðnot just a certain segment.ò 

The Hospice House Campaign is raising funds to purchase 

an existing building and renovate it to house patients; or con-

struct a home. Anticipated costs are $600,000. An endow-

ment will also be raised over five years with a goal of 

$1,000,000, to insure that the house will provide patient care 

well into the future. 

Donations for the hospice house can be sent to Hospice of 

Central Montana, 408 Wendall Ave., Lewistown, MT  

59457. Questions can be directed to CMMC Home Health/

Hospice at 538-6302.                                                            Õ 

CMMC Hospice patient Betty Kaaro and Hospice RN Julie 
Rooney. 

Hospice House 

Benefit April 19 
Those who would like 

to help the Hospice 

House Campaign can 

show their support by 

purchasing one of the following sponsorship packages: 

ǒ $75 Package = 2 tickets with preferred seating & 

backstage pass to meet comedian Jeff Allen 

ǒ $250 Package = 6 tickets with preferred seating & 

backstage pass 

ǒ $500 Package = 15 tickets with preferred seating & 

backstage pass 

   The backstage pass reception will immediately follow 
the event and includes dessert & beverages. All spon-
sors will be listed prominently in the program guide 
and on posters for the event. All proceeds go to the 
Hospice House Project and donations are tax deducti-
ble. Checks for the Hospice House Benefit featuring 
Comedian Jeff Allen should be made to First Christian 
Church and sent to: 103 12th Ave. South, Lewistown, 
MT 59457. Call the church at (406) 535-9001 for more 

information.                                                                Õ 

 

Comedian Jeff Allen 
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Skilled Nursing Center now has Hospice Room 
The family of Dorathea Hofeldtôs was 

saddened to lose her when she passed 

away Jan. 20, 2008 at the age of 81. 

However, the family took solace in the 

fact Dorathea was comfortable in her 

last months, where she was a patient in 

Central Montana Medical Centerôs 

Skilled Nursing Center (SNC) Hospice 

Room. 

ñIt gave her so much peace because 

itôs such a pretty room,ò said one of her 

daughters, Lynn Toller. ñShe was just 

amazed to be there; she thought she was 

in a high class, beautiful hotel room.ò 

Following a series of strokes last year, 

Dorathea was admitted to CMMC, re-

leased and then entered SNC in Novem-

ber when she could no longer live inde-

pendently. In early January, she was 

transferred to the recently remodeled 

SNC Hospice Room. 

In her previous patient rooms, she had 

a difficult time settling down and en-

dured many restless nights. ñShe just 

wasnôt as agitated in the Hospice room,ò 

Lynn explained. 

Having their mother in the Hospice 

room was also easier on the family. The 

room is furnished with a reclining 

leather loveseat, soothing tabletop water 

fountain, gas fireplace/entertainment 

center, books, and small refrigerator.  

ñWe were able to spend longer 

amounts of time with Mom in the Hos-

pice room. It was more comfortable for 

us and we didnôt have to worry about 

bothering her roommate.ò Lynn said  

The ñhomelikeò environment was 

made possible by the generous donors 

to the Medical Center Foundation. 

 SNC RNs, Kathryn Baldwin, Direc-

tor of Nurses; and Laurie Ray, Patient 

Care Coordinator, picked out furnish-

ings. ñWe tried to mimic a home setting 

and provide a soothing experience,ò 

Kathryn said. Lynn thanked the CMMC 

SNC staff on behalf of her family. 

ñThey were just wonderful.ò              Õ 

CMMCôs Skilled Nursing Center 

now has its own Hospice Room. 

Dorathea Hofeldt (below) pic-

tured with her daughter, Wendy 

Ward, enjoyed family time in the 

room before her death Jan. 20 of 

this year. RNôs Laurie Ray (to the 

left, seated) and Kathryn Bald-

win, helped furnish the room to 

create a ñhomeyò environment. 

Young wrestlers outfitted in style thanks to Foundation grant 
The 70 some wrestlers and coaches 

with the Central Montana Wrestling 

Club have one thing to say to the Cen-

tral Montana Foundation: THANK 

YOU! 

The club members are outfitted in 

style with new blue and gold singlets 

and shoes thanks to the Foundation. 

ñWe are very grateful,ò said one of the 

Clubôs coaches, Gary Landers, whose 

son, Chad, wrestles. 

ñWe have raised money on our own   

to help outfit the kids, but we couldnôt 

do it without the Foundation.ò The 

Clubôs numbers have more than dou-

bled in recent years and they charge 

only a minimal membership fee. Gary 

noted that no child that wants to wres-

tle is ever turned away for lack of 

funds. 

The program is for youth 5-12 and 

there is an emphasis on sportsmanship 

and fair play while participating in a 

family-oriented Club. ñItôs a great 

sport,ò said Susan Landers.  In addi-

tion to developing self-discipline in a 

sport that is mentally and physically 

demanding, Susan said her son and the 

other kids enjoy the comradery. 

The Club also prepares members to 

wrestle in junior high and high 

schoolðhence the blue and gold uni-

forms in the Fergus Eagle school col-

ors! 
Õ 


