
Town of Winifred, Incorporated

Minutes
February 10, 2009
Town Council Meeting

7:30 p.m. at Community Center
The regular meeting of the Winifred Town Council was called to order by Mayor Neil Rich on February 10, 2009.  Roll Call was called.  Mayor Neil Rich, Councilpersons Shirley Benes, Steve Ehlert, Travis Willson, Terry Econom and Clerk Kristin Carlstrom were present.   Guests present were Joe Murphy and Mark Leo with Big Sky Civil and Environmental.  

Minutes from the January 13, 2009 meetings was read Travis Willson moved to approve the minutes and Terry Econom seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

The monthly bills were presented. Steve Ehlert moved to pay the bills and Shirley Benes seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

Financial reports for the Library, Museum, Airport, and Asbjornson Trust were reviewed.  Steve Ehlert moved to accept the monthly reports and Travis Willson seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

Correspondence was read.  

The following old business was discussed:


Our STIP investment earned $389.24 in interest.  The January average investment rate was 1.50%.  Our total investment amount is $320264.37
The Town of Winifred was audited for Fiscal Year 2007-2008.  The audit began on Wednesday February 4th and was completed on February 5th.  There was one finding and that was that the Town over spent it’s General Budget.  The Town’s audit response is to not over spend the general budget this year.  The auditor’s also suggested the council make a motion to set a minimum dollar amount of $5000.00 on Capital outlay expenses.  Shirley Benes made a motion for a $5000 minimum for Capital outlay Steve Ehlert seconded the motion.  Motion passed. 
The issue of the floor scrubber for the community center was tabled until some information can be gathered on scrubbers from Steve Lalum in Lewistown. 

The County Commissioners meeting will be held Wednesday February 18th at 4:00 p.m.  The Town of Winifred is on there agenda to apply for CTEP funding for the engineering part of the project.  Neil and Kristin will be unable to attend due to the Rural Water convention in Great Falls that same day.  Kristin will call Kathie Bailey with Snowy Mountain Development and see if she will attend the meeting on the Town’s behalf, or if we should reschedule for March. 

The status of the Old city fire truck was discussed.  Travis Willson has an individual who may be interested in purchasing the Old Fire Truck.   Kristin obtained comparison prices for the truck.  Travis will contact the collector.
The Winifred Rural Fire Department returned a signed copy of the Mutual aid agreement to Kristin.  She presented it to council and will have the city attorney do a final review of the agreement.  The rental of the old city fire hall to the Rural Fire Department was also discussed.  Kristin will have the City attorney draw up a lease agreement between the two entities, for review next meeting.  

The six month probationary period for Kristin expired and her review was conducted.  Steve Ehlert made a motion to increase her wages retroactively from February 1st to $8.00 per hour. Shirley Benes seconded the motion.  Motion was passed. 

Joe Murphy and Mark Leo with Big Sky Civil and Environmental came to discuss the CDBG funding.  Currently CDBG has only enough funds to cover the first eight projects on their list.  Winifred scored eleventh.  The funding may change with the completion of the stimulus package.  One the President is complete with the stimulus bill CDBG may receive more funds that will most likely put Winifred back in reward of funds.  In the event that CDBG does not receive any additional funding there are other programs that we could apply for to continue forward with the Sewer project.  Joe suggested that Winifred contact Congressman Reiberg’s office and discuss our interest in funding help to complete our project as planned.   
The museum board would also like to announce that the tile project is almost complete and tiles have been laid in the hallway of the Community Center.  They would like that any one for what ever reason if moving heavy items across the tiles that they put plywood down first to avoid cracking and chipping the new tiles.  


There being no further new business, Terry Econom moved to adjourn the meeting and Travis Willson seconded the motion.  Motion passed.  Meeting adjourned at 9:35p.m.
Mayor Neil Rich___________________ Clerk Kristin Carlstrom___________________

